For the past three years, I have had the wonderful privilege of working with two churches within Cleveland County who have worked so diligently and sponsored Royal Families Kids Camp for the children we work with in Child Welfare.  I have been involved with Child Welfare for over 25 years and seen many programs designed to help children overcome the struggles of being separated from their family as well as the abuse and neglect issues they have endured.  I have never seen a program that met the needs of the children like this one does.  This is the only program I know centered on letting the kids just be kids.  The children are treated as “special” and they are allowed to take the burden of the world off their shoulders for a week and just let go and be kids!!!  They are also provided with unconditional love and friendship that they need within their lives.  Just these two things—allowing freedom to be kids and unconditional love and support helps these children build stronger self esteems (that have been brutally attacked by what they have endured in their families as well as in the system) and helps their confidence to the extent that they do not allow being a foster child run their life. As one child said, being in custody is just a situation it’s not who I am!!! Many of the children that have attended for the last couple of years have begun to heal and trust in others once again.  Their behavior at school has stabilized; there are fewer placement disruptions and improved relationships with peers.  Another opportunity that has blossomed from the Royal Families Kids Camp is the awareness the community now has about the situation these children, foster families and Child Welfare Workers face.  Most people have no idea what the system is like other than the press that is usually negative about the system.  The collaboration has assisted in providing the community an inside look at what the foster parents and workers are doing to help children and their families reunify.  In fact, from the camp we have been blessed with a new volunteer program that has exploded so fast—we currently have over 70!!!  It also provides a respite for the foster parents and relatives that have opened their homes and hearts to the children in need of care.  It can be an unbearable job some days, and as a parent myself we all need some adult away time!!!  The camps have been a blessing to our children, our foster parents, and our workers.  I sincerely wish every county in Oklahoma could have the opportunity to provide a camp for their children.  The most difficult thing I have had to do in this collaboration is decide which children get to go and which children to put on a waiting list.  I wish in the near future there would be no waiting list.  If you need further information or questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at 405-912-2026 or Sue.Durrett@okdhs.org.

Sue Durrett
Cleveland A County Director
405-912-2026






